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The Cleveland Museum of Art 


PHOTO OPPORTUNITY For: July 27, 1 999 at 1:30 p.m. 

RECORD-SETTING OLD MASTER PAINTING 
GOES ON VIEW AT CMA 1:30 TUESDAY, JULY 27 

Frans Hals’ portrait Tieleman Roostermcm, considered the most important work 
by the Dutch Old Master to come onto the market for many years, will be put on view for 
the first time at The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) tomorrow at 1 :30 p.m. The 
painting was purchased for $12.8 million by the museum on July 8 at the London 
Christie’s sale of the famous Rothschild family collection. The purchase, which set a 
record for the most paid for a Hals painting, was the subject of international news 
coverage. 

Widely regarded as one of the three great masters of Dutch painting, along with 
Rembrandt and Vermeer, Hals painted the large masterpiece of the wealthy merchant in 
1634. According to Kate Sellers, acting director of the museum, “it is an absolute 
masterpiece that transforms our collection. It is a great pleasure to bring this remarkable 
work to Cleveland.” 

Ms. Sellers and chief curator Diane De Grazia will be available for comments to 
the media at the hanging ceremony. 

Please contact: Bill Prenevost, (216) 421-7340, ext. 260 or Julie Limpach ext. 261. 
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